Plasma exchange as successful treatment of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura post autologous bone marrow transplant in a child.
We describe the case of a small child with stage IV neuroblastoma who developed thrombotic thromobocytopenic purpura (TTP) post autologous bone marrow transplant. Pneumococcal sepsis may have been the cause, a previously unreported association in transplant-associated TTP. Despite the child's size (10 kg) and the severity of the disease early intensive treatment with whole blood exchange and subsequently plasma exchange with cryosupernatant proved to be rapidly effective, in contrast to previous reports on its ineffectiveness in this setting.